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had ceased to be the sure captain of early years, the same
process \vas obvious in Napoleon.
Just before Bautzen, when all depended on Ney's
movement, he pencilled a rough dispatch to the Marshal
which had not the exactness of term demanded by his
task and situation. It is most unlikely that Ney, at the
summit of his career, would have failed to interpret the
necessary conciseness from the general; but then, at
the same time, Napoleon's plan would not have admitted
a second reading. The something fatal was their com-
bination of change and imminent lethargy, a middle-age
whose premature reflection was deep on the Empire.
Ney was mounted before dawn, riding with one foot
in a silk stocking and slipper, as he had taken a slight
wound at Klix. Clear ahead, unveiled by the sunrise,
was a model landscape, its green upturning the red and
white of villages to a spring radiance. There were his
objectives, Preistitz and Hochkirch tower; 60,000 in-
fantry stood ready for attack, and soon after eight they
were in motion. A sharp fight left them in possession
of the first village, but elsewhere the advance was less
decisive, and heavy reserves, including the Prussian
Guard, were swung over to check Ney's divisions.
They did more, counter-attacking with such fury
south of Preistitz that the French were forced to evacuate.
So things remained until it was well past noon, when,
aided by pressure from the centre and opposite flank,
Ney recovered the vital ground from which he had but
to continue in the direction of Hochkirch (and there was
its church, squarely dominating the country), to rendei
the campaign a definite victory for the Empire.
But, as already explained, neither the Marshal nor the
orders he had received were still part of the great tradition
dating from Valmy. And instead of the looked-foi
result in the enemy's rear he effected a move against
Bliicher holding the centre. It -was enough to seal the
battle as Napoleon's, while the Allies, driven frorr
Saxony, were glad to sign an armistice on June 4th
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